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EPHESIANS 5:25-27 NKJV – (25) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church 

and gave Himself for her, (26) that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by 

the word, (27) that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

Marriage doesn’t always work out quite the way you planned it. As a child, you probably imagined 
your wedding countless times. You envisioned the perfect marriage, house, lawn and 2.5 kids. As 
an adult, your friends and family watched as you vowed to love, honor and respect the person 
standing in front of you… the person you couldn’t imagine living without. As you uttered those 
heartfelt promises, you envisioned the future you’d share. 

What you probably didn’t imagine were the hard times you’d experience as a couple. You didn’t 
picture each of you changing, in both good and bad ways. Maybe the demands of work and 
children strained your relationship. Maybe one of you made a decision that devastated the other… 
maybe you both did. Whatever and however it happened, you feel like everything is a fight. 
Emotionally, you are miles apart from your spouse, and you have no idea how to fix it. 

Even when it feels hopeless, God’s Word holds so many verses to encourage us as we pray for 
our marriages to be restored and strengthened. Meditate on these verses to encourage you as you 
pray: 

 Don’t give up - Love never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail. – I can tell 
you that Satan wants you to give up! But you must remember the power of His word. Yes, 
there are grounds for divorce, but giving up isn’t one of them. Give it to God. Only He can 
fix it. 1 Corinthians 13:7 

 Forgive - Instead, be kind and tender-hearted to one another, and forgive one another, as 
God has forgiven you through Christ. Ephesians 4:32  

 Choose love - Above everything, love one another earnestly, because love covers over 
many sins.  1 Peter 4:8   

 Honor your spouse - Marriage is to be honored by all, and husbands and wives must be 
faithful to each other. God will judge those who are immoral and those who commit 
adultery. Hebrews 13:4   

 Protect your marriage - So they are no longer two, but one. No human being must 
separate, then, what God has joined together. Matthew 19:6   

 Remember your vows - But it also applies to you: every husband must love his wife as 
himself, and every wife must respect her husband. Ephesians 5:33  

 Don’t lose hope - Nothing is impossible for God! Luke 1:37  

SCRIPTURE READING:  MALACHI 2:14-16 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: Christianity is seen at its best, when it is responding to people at their 
worst. 
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