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ISAIAH 9:6 NKJV - (6) For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will
be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

In context, this verse is proclaiming the redemption of Israel and the activities, titles, and blessings
of the Messiah who is to rule the earth and usher in a reign of blessing and peace that will have no
end. One of His titles is “Everlasting Father.”

The Hebrew phrase translated “Everlasting Father” could be translated literally “Father of Eternity.”
For this reason, some have suggested that the title means that this coming Messiah is also the
creator of everything: He is the father of time and eternity, the “architect of the ages.” While we
know this to be true from the New Testament (John 1:1-3, Colossians 1:16-17), that is not the
emphasis in Isaiah. In the Hebrew construction of the phrase, father is the primary noun, and
everlasting (ESV, NIV, KJV) or eternal (NASB) is the term that describes His fatherhood. He is
Father forever.

The Hebrew word translated “everlasting” has the idea of “in perpetuity” or “without end.” Indeed,
the next verse says of the Messiah, “Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no
end” (Isaiah 9:7). The emphasis is forward looking, so “everlasting” is probably a better translation
than “eternal,” which not only indicates “without end” but also “without beginning.” (Again, from the
New Testament we may argue that the Messiah is without beginning, but that is not the emphasis
of this term in Isaiah.)

So, as the Everlasting Father, the Messiah will be a father, and His fatherhood will be without end.
Some have objected that this designation as father seems to confuse the roles within the Trinity,
calling “Father” the one who is really “the Son.” Some in the Oneness movement use this verse as
a proof text to show that Jesus really is the Father and that there is only a Unity, not a Trinity. In
both cases, the interpreters are reading New Testament concerns back into the Old Testament.

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 CHRONICLES16:34

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: Grace is when God does for you what you can'’t do for yourself.
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